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MA Grangers giving back during COVID-19 pandemic
Nancy M. Blackmer of North Orange Grange 

#86 reports that so far, she has made and do-
nated 599 masks. They have been sent to Athol 
Hospital, Armstrong Ambulance and a facility in 
that area, Lifepath, Woods Ambulance, Overlook 
VNA, a person in the Army that recently returned 
from deployment and is stationed at Fort Bragg, 
and many people who have contacted her re-
questing masks. She has sent them to Virginia, 
Maryland, New Hampshire and to many people 
here in Massachusetts.

She has also made 22 Surgical Hats for the 
Emergency Department at Athol Hospital. She 
was contacted and asked if she could make some 

for them.
Barbara Giguere of Shelburne Grange #68 

has also been making masks for people in an 
effort to do her part to combat COVID-19. She 
gives the masks away for free, with a request that 
people donate to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 

See GIVING BACK Page 6
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The Massachusetts State Grange is extending 
the suspension of all State Grange events through 
June 1st. Our Granges are encouraged not to 
meet during this period due to the possibility of 
community spread. Please see the letter from the 
State Master on page 7 and the article on page 6 
regarding meeting virtually.

* Watch for e-mail updates from the State Master and 
Secretary in the event of changes due to COVID-19. *

———
Please submit information about your Grange’s upcoming 
special events by emailing the date, time, place and brief 
description to: stategrangenews@massgrange.org

Dear Grange Family,
In writing this article I hope that this communi-

cation finds you all well during these difficult times. 
Continue to take care of yourselves and your fam-
ilies by following the CDC Guidelines. I never ex-
pected that my first year as State Master would’ve 
turned out this way in having to shut down the MA 
State Grange, and all meetings and events across 
the state like this. 

I would like to extend my heartfelt thoughts 
and prayers to the Johnson family in the loss of Lisa 
Johnson’s father, John C. Burnell. We also lost Past 
State and National Master, Brother Bob Barrows. I’ve 
known Bob for a long time. He was the one to nom-
inate me for State Gatekeeper. It means a lot to me 
that he had the faith in me to get to where I am to-
day as State Master. 

The MA State Grange Officers and Depu-
ties have been in communication with each other 
via “Zoom” meetings. Even though things are at 
a “stand-still”, we are still planning for the future. 
We’ve discussed trying new ideas and to create in-
formational programs and entertainment which 
will be available through “Zoom” to start some time 
in May.

I’d like to give a shout out to all who have been 
working the “front-lines” of the Pandemic, those 
considered essential and everyone who’s been 
working from home making masks and other im-
portant necessities for those who need them to 
help us all get through this together.

To all those who are stuck at home and look-
ing for something to keep busy, check out the State 
Grange Program Handbook that our committees 
worked so diligently on. You may be surprised to 
find activities for yourself and/or your family to work 
on. If you have questions, please reach out to the re-
spective committees.

I encourage all Granges to continue to keep in 
touch with your members. As was mentioned in last 
month’s issue of the State Grange News, “Zoom” 
can be used for Subordinate Granges to hold spe-
cial meetings of the Master and Executive commit-
tee to conduct business. We are also allowing it to 

From the Master’s Desk be used as way for Grange members to interact and 
socialize.  Grange members can offer important in-
formation, discuss future programming, or supply 
entertainment to each other and the public. Due to 
the ongoing nature of this crisis, we have suspend-
ed the Virtual Attendance Policy until further notice, 
so Granges may have full meetings virtually.  Please 
refer to the letter from we with details on holding 
Grange meetings virtually included in this edition 
of the State Grange News.  “Zoom” is free through 
the internet and anyone can use it but it’s restrict-
ed to 40 minutes. If you are interested in using the 
MA State Grange Zoom account (which would also 
be free for you to use and without the time limit), 
please contact me for information. 

I look forward to the time when we can all be 
physically together and celebrate the re-opening of 
our Granges. 

Persevere on…
Glenn

mailto:stategrangenews@massgrange.org
mailto:stategrangenews%40massgrange.org?subject=
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In Memoriam
Robert Barrow Swansea Oakhill Seekonk #148

In the event activities resume sometime this 
year, the momentum of presenting Quilts of Valor will 
continue. I am finalizing a list of eight veterans who 
will be honored with a Quilt of Valor at State Session. 
Three members have committed to making five of 
the quilts needed. Quilts can be any pattern, prefer-
ably with red, white, and blue fabric. The top, batting, 
and backing are taken to a QoV group for long arm 
quilting, free of charge. When it is returned, you will 
finish the project with binding and sewing on a label. 
Your expenses for materials can be reimbursed, and I 
can assist in finding a QoV group to provide long arm 
quilting in your area. Guidelines for the quilts, includ-
ing the size, can be found on the https://www.qovf.
org/quilters-questions/basic-requirements/. If you are 
willing to donate your time to make a quilt or have any 
questions, please let me know. Veterans are so ap-
preciative of this recognition. It really makes it extra 
special to say that all of our honorees were presented 
quilts made by Grange members.

Some Granges presented quilts as part of their 
Veterans Day programs in November, and some have 
made plans for Memorial Day. A quilt is appropriate 
for any time during the year. Honoring a veteran who 
is a member of your Grange and a non-member from 
the community would make a great event, open to 

By National Grange Foundation Board Chairwoman 
Joan C. Smith

Taken from the April 24, 2020 The Patrons Chain

I am so proud to call myself a Granger as I am sure 
you all are also. What awesome and amazing activities 
have been taken on and achieved by the Grangers 
and Granges across America in this time of need. You 
are providing support to your communities, neigh-
bors, first responders, medical teams, grocery/phar-
macy, postal, sanitation, teachers, custodians, truck 
drivers etc. personnel with food, deliveries, sharing 
a little joy with a card or phone call, providing PPE, a 
smile and a wave and so much more than listed here. 
The Grange is valuable and necessary more than ever 
and that relevancy will continue in your communities 
when this crisis is over.

Your National Grange Foundation Board wants 
to say thank you to ten (10) Granges (chartered Junior, 
Subordinate, Pomona, State) with a $100 Grant draw-
ing for the great work you have been doing. First, 
thanks to all who have purchased one of our “we’re 
in this together” t-shirt for yourself, or your neighbor 
or a community associate. The sale of these shirts is 

allowing the Foundation to provide these grants. Or-
der yours today at: inthistogethershirt.weebly.com 
CONTINUE TO PURCHASE THE SHIRTS.

At our April Foundation Board meeting, we vot-

Honoring Veterans Foundation announces grants 
open for all Granges serving 

during COVID

See GRANTS Page 5

It is with great sadness that we celebrate the life 
of Brother Robert Barrow. Brother Bob was a Grange 
member for 77 years and served as our State President 
from 1981-1985. He then went on to serve as National 
President from 1987-1995. Throughout his life he was 
a strong advocate and leader for the Grange, as well 
as a mentor to many of his Brothers and Sisters. His 
commitment to the Grange ran deep and he will be 
missed by many throughout Massachusetts and the 
country.

Well done, good and faithful servant.

See VETERANS Page 6

https://www.qovf.org/quilters-questions/basic-requirements/
https://www.qovf.org/quilters-questions/basic-requirements/
http://inthistogethershirt.weebly.com
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See AG Page 5

From the Ag & the 
Environment Committee

From the Home & Community 
Service Committee

Hello Everyone! I hope this column finds you 
well and safe. Our committee met back in Febru-
ary and we put together some timelines. One was 
a schedule of articles for the News. With the emer-
gence of COVID-19 and everyone in isolation, we 
were forced to adapt to new plans, as have many 
of our partners. One such partner is the Enviro-
thon. The Envirothon was scheduled to take place 
on May 14th, but due to the current environment, 
the event has been cancelled. However, that did 
not deter them. The group chose not to take a 
“see you next year” approach, but instead has in-
vited teams to take up a real-life challenge. Create 
an audio-visual presentation on an issue that real-
ly matters to your community. The teams are be-
ing encouraged to consider the topic of what the 
communities should be learning from the corona-
virus pandemic and our society’s response. What 
does “resilience” look like? This is an experimental 
project intended to boost the voices of youth at 
this critical moment. They are at the early stages 
of planning, but they are doing something and it 
will be interesting to see how this all shakes out.

So, what are you doing with your spare time 
being cooped up at home? Might we suggest 
working on some of the contests sponsored by the 
Agriculture and the Environment Committee? For 
those of you that have perused the new program 
book, you will see that we have new contests, and 
better yet, have doubled our prize money. We 
still have the Agricultural Innovator Award. This 
has been dormant for a while, but we are really 
hoping to get some participation in this. Can you 
draw? Do you “think” you can draw? Are you cre-
ative? Do you want to win $40? Then take a look at 
the new Poster Contest rules. This is open to both 
adults and Juniors. The poster theme is “Farm 
to Table (Do you know where your food comes 
from)”. Calling all Juniors! Do you have a green 
thumb? Or better yet, an orange thumb? Then you 
should consider entering our Plant Growing Con-
test. The plant this year that we chose is pumpkin 

With all that has gone on and still to come, I 
want to let everyone know some things are still 
on going.

Community Service reports are still due Sep-
tember 15th. Even if your Grange has been una-
ble to do anything please send a report as we get 
credit with National. We need a percentage of 
Granges reporting to be able to qualify for prize 
money from the National Grange. Without that 
percentage, prize money will have to come from 
our fund. Reports are to be sent to Dorothy Carr, 
43 Crane Neck St., West Newbury, MA. 01985-1819.

Recognition applications are due August 
15th. Perhaps you know of a First Responder (EMT, 
Firefighter or someone in law enforcement) who 
has gone above and beyond in your community. 
How about a teacher who is teaching her students 
on-line. Wouldn’t it be nice for them to be hon-
ored by the Grange? Applications are to be sent to 
Barbara Giguere, 40 Little Mohawk Rd., Shelburne, 
MA. 01370-9713. Both these forms are on the web. 
If you are unable to get a copy from on-line let me 
know and I will send you a copy.

The Health Project, in keeping with the State 
Master’s wishes to support our veterans, is “Disa-
bled Veterans of Mass.”

Though the Bake-Off had to be cancelled, 
there is hope that the Needlework/Craft Contests 
will still be able to be held in August. For those of 
you working on entries there will be more infor-
mation as time grows closer.

With that, I and my committee members 
want to wish you all well. Stay safe, stay well and 
hang in there. 

Susan,
Co-chair State Home & Community Service Committee

HAPPY 
MOTHER’S DAY

May 10th!
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and seeds can be obtained from the Agriculture 
and the Environment Committee. This contest in 
being run with hopes that the Juniors will keep a 
log and earn their Gardening badge along with 
taking home some cool cash.

As we look to the future, stay positive and stay 
safe. We look forward to seeing you all very soon!

Matt, Kathy, Ann, Jessica, Peter, & Sam

AG From Page 4

GRANTS From Page 3

Grange continues daily 
Cultivating Connections 
livestreams on Facebook

By National Grange Communications & Development Director 
Amanda Brozana Rios

Taken from the April 17, 2020 The Patrons Chain

The National Grange is working hard to stay 
connected to members and keep them informed, 
engaged and not feeling alone in this time of crisis. 
One such method has been to offer daily livestreams 
on the National Grange Facebook Page on a variety 
of topics with presenters from all over the nation.

National Grange President Betsy Huber said 
she is happy to provide a way for the Grange family 
to gather and grow together in this unprecedented 
time.

The highlight event of the week has become 
Date Night In – a virtual Grange talent show being 
held on Saturday nights starting at 8:30 p.m. Eastern 
and hosted by National Grange Lecturer Chris Hamp.

Additionally, two Grange members – Tara 
Plakyda and Carolynne Reed – have begun offering 
weekly lessons introducing deaf culture and ASL 
(American Sign Language). These are available on 
Fridays. This Friday, April 17, catch the lesson starting 
at 5 p.m. Eastern. All other weeks, the lesson will be-
gin at 4:30 p.m. unless otherwise posted.

To see upcoming events, go to National Grange 
Facebook Page and click on Events on the left-hand 
navigation bar. To see past events, scroll down on 
the Facebook Page. If you do not catch an event live, 
you can always see it on the Facebook Page.

ed to receive applications from chartered Granges, 
Junior, Subordinate, Pomona, State for EACH proj-
ect completed in support of COVID-19. Submissions 
must be received by June 5.

We know every Grange can do SOMETHING 
at this time. To level the playing field, we are asking 
Granges to submit a short form/report and you will 
be entered into a drawing, which will be held at our 
June 9 Board meeting. Ten (10) submissions/Grange 
names will be pulled and each will receive $100 as 
a grant from the Foundation. We are committed 
to giving back to members who are giving back so 
much to their communities.

Submissions may be made online or by mail. On-
line, the form can be found at bit.ly/gfgrant20web. 
Forms may be submitted by any chartered Junior, 
Subordinate, Pomona or State Grange, but SHOULD 
NOT cover the work of another Grange. If multiple 
Granges partner on a project, only one form should 
be submitted per project and the Granges should 
determine to whom the check should be made and 
the fair distribution of the funds, should that project 
be pulled as a winning submission.

MEMORIAL DAY
May 25th

Quarterly Reports
A reminder that all quarterly reports are 

now due to the State Secretary. The deadline will 
not be extended again. Please send your report 
to the State Secretary ASAP!

Thank You
On behalf of my family we would like to thank you 
all for the Flowers and Cards that were sent to us on 
the passing of my father. During this time of social 
distancing, it was very difficult to not have our Grange 
Friends and family there to provide the comfort and 
support that was needed. Knowing we were in your 
thoughts and prayers did help us through this time. 

Again Thank You,
Lisa, Matt and Brett Johnson

https://www.facebook.com/nationalgrange/
https://www.facebook.com/nationalgrange/
https://www.facebook.com/nationalgrange/events/
http://bit.ly/gfgrant20web


6

Lecturer’s Column Virtual Meeting Platforms
May is National Photography Month, so I hope 

you can enter any of the six Photography Contest 
categories: A) Agricultural, B) Animals, C) Flowers; 
D) Landscape, E) Patriotic, and F) People. See the 
many different contest and rules in the Grange 
Program Book under Member Resources tab at 
www.massgrange.org and please check out my 
Lecturers Corner under the Grange Departments 
Tab for monthly program ideas. These could be 
printed and sent to your local Grange members.

Thank you to all the Lecturers who sent in their 
Quarterly Reports. I will share 3 different Grange 
programs each month in my Lecturers column:

1) January 7th at Dartmouth #162: Sarah 
Cogswell led a Yankee Swap and the 19 in 
attendance enjoyed a Bagpipe performance!

2) February 17th at Dracut #216: Janet 
Richardson said 17 people participated in their 
“Patriot Night” sing-a-long.

3) March 4th at Williamstown #366: Nancy 
Lescarbeau said a “Plastic Crisis” power point 
was presented by Berkshire Zero Waste Initiative, 
followed by a lively group discussion.

Although regular Grange meetings can’t 
be held right now, many Granges are still going 
forward with their community service projects. 
I’ve heard about some Grange members making 
Face masks for their community. This is National 
Foster Care Month, so I am looking forward to see 
how many MA Granges will be reporting on what 
they did to help out their local DCF Branches! 
Please let me know in your Lecturers report, 
what your Grange is doing to stay connected 
with each other and your local community.

Fraternally, Kristin Paulson, Lecturer

As Granges consider meeting virtually, here 
are a few options of services you could use:

Zoom: Zoom provides video conferencing 
that also supports calling in through the tele-
phone as well. A free account will limit you to 40 
minute meetings.

UberConference: Uber Conference pro-
vides video conferencing that also supports call-
ing in through the telephone as well. A free ac-
count will limit you to 40 minute meetings.

Jitsi Meet: This free service allows you un-
limited time and has many of the same features 
as Zoom.

FreeConferenceCall.Com: This is an audio 
only service that sets up a conference call that 
members can call into.

If you are interested in any of these and 
would like help setting them up, please contact 
the Communications Committee at stategrange-
news@massgrange.org.

Mission Statement: “The Massachusetts 
State Grange creates opportunities 
for leadership and community 
improvement through its commitment 
to expand agricultural education in 
order to raise the quality of life for all.”

in memory of her cousin, Audrey, who died last 
summer from CF related issues. So far, she has 
made 330 masks and will continue to make them 
as long as there is a need. She said that if anyone 
needs one, they can text her at +14132975700 or 
call the same number.

Are you or your Grange providing service 
to your community during the pandemic? We’d 
love to hear about it and share in a future is-
sue! Send your information and any photos to:  
stategrangenews@massgrange.org.

GIVING BACK From Page 1

VETERANS From Page 3
the public. With pre-publicity and a photo sent to 
the local newspaper and posted on social media 
after your event, I am confident members of your 
community will be looking forward to your Grange 
making the recognition an annual tradition. Contact 
me if your Grange would like some ideas for plan-
ning a presentation. 
Janet Segur, jsegur55@gmail.com or 508-886-2341

http://www.massgrange.org
mailto:stategrangenews%40massgrange.org?subject=
mailto:stategrangenews%40massgrange.org?subject=
mailto:stategrangenews%40massgrange.org?subject=
mailto:jsegur55@gmail.com


    

Massachusetts State Grange 
Dedicated to the needs of its members, community and nation since 1873 

 
“The Massachusetts State Grange creates opportunities for leadership and community improvement  
through its commitment to expand agricultural education in order to raise the quality of life for all.” 

GLENN P. GIBSON, SR. 
MASTER (PRESIDENT) 
27 Stebbins Street 
Worcester, MA 01607-1330 
508-793-9524 
statemaster@massgrange.org

KRISTIN E. PAULSON 
LECTURER 
67 Ridge Road 
Upton, MA  01568-1029 
508-529-6950 
lecturer@massgrange.org 

DEBORAH K. GOODRICH 
SECRETARY 
2 Duffy Road 
Boylston, MA  01505 
508-869-3146 
secretary@massgrange.org

 
 
 
 
 
 

May 3, 2020 
 
Dear Worthy Master and Secretary: 
 
As Governor Baker has extended the stay-at-home order to May 18, 2020, it was decided by the 
Massachusetts State Grange Executive Committee that the date for resuming normal Grange 
meetings would be extended to June 1, 2020 unless the Governor extends the stay-at-home order 
beyond June 1st. 
 
With that being said, the Massachusetts State Grange Executive Committee voted to suspend the 
current Virtual Attendance Policy, this will allow all Granges to hold their meetings virtually during 
the restriction time period, whether by Zoom, Google Meet or some other format.  When 
conducting a meeting virtually, all rules of the Massachusetts State Grange Digest and By-laws and 
the By-laws of your Grange would still apply, (i.e. quorum requirement for the meeting must be 
met as well as taking minutes and the recording of votes).  Also the Granges, if needed, will be 
allowed to postpone the Election of Officers.  Please also note that any pressing business can still be 
done through the Grange Masters and Executive Committee members if quorum is not met.  You 
can still socialize and cultivate connections with our fellow Grange members and friends.   
 
In the May issue of the State Grange News there will be more information about different avenues 
of meeting virtually.  This is the perfect opportunity for Granges to be able to socialize, discuss and 
plan for the future of your Grange. If you have any questions about this please contact any member 
of the Communications Committee at stategrangenews@massgrange.org. 
 
Be on the look-out for our very first State Grange Zoom meeting/discussion/entertainment on May 
27, 2020 at 7:00 P.M.  This Zoom meeting can be attended on your computer, iPad, smart phone or 
via dial up telephone.  We are looking forward to seeing as many as can be at this meeting.  This 
meeting will start off with introductions, then a question and answer on virtual meeting platforms, 
followed by a Trivia Night program. 
 
Fraternally, 
GGlleennnn  PP..  GGiibbssoonn,,  SSttaattee  MMaasstteerr  
  
GPG/dkg 

 
 
 
 


