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Dear Grange Family,
I hope this month finds you all well and that 

you had a wonderful holiday season�
2020 was a difficult year but many Grangers 

were determined to persevere and found ways 
to help those in their communities� This shows 
how important our Granges are and I’m not shy 
to say how proud I am of all of you�

With 2020 behind us, and with a renewed 
spirit brought by a new year, I am looking forward 
to 2021� With the vaccines being successful, we 
hopefully will be able to meet again as we did 
before� Until then, please continue to abide by 
our government guidelines and be safe�

We will be having a State Grange Family 
Meeting on Saturday, January 23rd via Zoom 
due to the continuing Covid-19 restrictions� This 

From the President’s Desk
meeting is for all State Officers, Deputies and 
Committees� At this meeting we will be discuss-
ing the up-and-coming year and devise a plan 
to re-institute some of our programs that were 
waylaid last year due to the Pandemic� We will 
also come up with ideas to cultivate connections 
with our Granges and Grange members even if 
we cannot physically make visitations�

We plan to continue the monthly State 
Grange Zoom meetings with our Grange mem-
bers on the 4th Wednesday of each month� We 
are trying something new this year� Each State 
Committee will be in charge of a month’s pro-
gram� The Communications Committee will be 
in charge of the January Zoom meeting�

Just a reminder that with the restrictions 
continuing for meetings, the State Grange Zoom 
account is still available to any Grange in our 
state who wishes to use it� Feel free to contact 
me for more information�

Here’s hoping for a Happy and Healthy 
New Year,

Glenn

An ornament Glenn received for Christmas 
which refers to his “motto” this past year.



2

Sunday, January 3, 7:00 p.m. — Grange 
Youth Mixer (GYM) Zoom Meeting� RSVP 
to youth@massgrange.org for the Zoom link 
information�

Saturday, January 23 — State Grange 
Family Meeting via Zoom� 

Wednesday, January 27, 7:00 p.m. — State 
Grange Zoom Meeting� Watch for an email 
invitation with the link to log in and phone 
number to call in� If you haven’t received 
an email invitation for the past Zoom meet-
ings, please enter your email address in the 
Subscribe to the State Grange News box found 
at www�massgrange�org/state-grange-news�

Sunday, February 7, 7:00 p.m. — Grange 
Youth Mixer (GYM) Zoom Meeting� RSVP 
to youth@massgrange.org for the Zoom link 
information�

Sunday, March 7, 7:00 p.m. — Grange 
Youth Mixer (GYM) Zoom Meeting� RSVP 
to youth@massgrange.org for the Zoom link 
information�

———
Please submit information about your Grange’s 
upcoming special events by emailing the date, 
time, place and brief description to: 

stategrangenews@massgrange.org
Submissions will appear in this section as 
well as on the Massachusetts State Grange 
website’s calendar�

Upcoming Events
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Board of Management

Kathleen M� Peterson, Chairman
Allen N� Manley, Jr�, Vice Chairman
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Happy New Year!

Happy New Year to All!
We finally made it and here is hoping that 

2021 is a better year� Now is the time to crack 
open the old program book and take a look at 
all the programs and contests that are available� 
We only received one entry in our contests last 
year� We are being very optimistic that we will 
have more entries this year, but that is all up 
to you folks� Our success directly involves you� 

This month’s partnership spotlight falls on 
the Undergraduate Summer Scholars Program� 
You see if on the budget, but what is it all about� 
This is the fifth year that we have partnered with 
this program through UMass Amherst� You may 
have heard some of the projects that these 
students work on that the State Grange sup-
ports� The Massachusetts State Grange helps 
to support grants that the students apply for� 
Students are often included as authors on 
publications while gaining experience in lab-
oratories, field stations, and other off-campus 
settings that inform their understanding of the 
relationship between science and solving real 
world problems� In addition to project-related 
duties, students participate in professional 
development workshops and present their work 
at a poster session at the end of the summer� 
Internships are focused across a range of aca-
demic disciplines, reflecting the mission and 
portfolio our Center, which encompasses both 
science and public extension education� Projects 
previously funded by the Massachusetts Grange 
have included: 

• Promoting maternal and child health 
through research and education on breastfeed-
ing in ethnic minority populations 

• Long-term planning for the restoration of 
forest ecosystems in Springfield, Massachusetts

• Research and Extension to support an 
emerging grape industry for Massachusetts 
growers

From the Agriculture and 
Environment Committee

See AG Page 3

mailto:youth%40massgrange.org?subject=
http://www.massgrange.org/state-grange-news
mailto:youth%40massgrange.org?subject=
mailto:youth%40massgrange.org?subject=
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Website: www.massgrange.org
Facebook: Massachusetts State Grange

Instagram: massgrange

Follow MA State Grange Online!

Mission Statement: “The Massachusetts 
State Grange creates opportunities for 
leadership and community improvement 
through its commitment to expand 
agricultural education in order to raise 
the quality of life for all.”

• Systems to monitor and maximize fuel 
efficiency for Massachusetts municipal vehicles

If you have any questions about this part-
nership, or any of our partnerships, please feel 
free to contact the committee and we will do 
the best to answer your questions�

Matt, Kathy, Ann, Jessica, Warren, Sam, & 
Peter

AG From Page 2

As I look out the window I see a fresh 
blanket of snow covering the ground and the 
branches of the spruce and pine trees laden 
with snow� The birds are flocking to the feed-
ers� Winter is upon us� 

Immediately after the close of the 2020 
State Session, the Executive Committee reor-
ganized: Chairman - Kathy Peterson, Vice 
Chairman - Sam Manley, Jr�, and Secretary and 
Auditor - Janet Horne� The Executive Committee 
authorized the payment of outstanding State 
Session bills after approval by the State Master 
and Auditor�

In January 2020, before the pandemic, 
the Executive Committee authorized the State 
Master to open a Zoom account to allow State 
meetings to take place without officers, depu-
ties and committees traveling long distances� 
This account has received much use, includ-
ing the State Session! While it’s not the same 
as meeting in person, it’s the best solution at 
this time� The Executive Committee had its last 
in-person meeting in March 2020 and will con-
tinue to do so in the foreseeable future�

Is your Grange contemplating renovations 
or repairs to the Grange hall? The State Grange 
has funds for Grange hall grants and loans� A 
Grange must be compliant with the IRS 990N 
filings in order to receive grants and loans� 
When Granges are once again able to meet in 
person, Granges owning halls might consider 
installing WiFi� This will allow members con-
fined to home, in the military, away at college 
or in warmer climates for the winter to partici-
pate remotely and stay active�

What is your Grange doing to keep mem-
bers interested, engaged and motivated? Has 

Executive Committee 
Quarterly Report - Jan. 1, 2021

your Grange reached out to all members to find 
out how they are doing? What about creating 
a phone tree with monthly calls or monthly 
newsletters� E-mails are another way of con-
necting� What about a Zoom meeting? The 
National Grange is using the phrase “Don’t Let 
the Connection Grow Cold” which is very appro-
priate at this time�

This has been a year like no other and it 
appears the coronavirus will continue for quite 
a while� This year has presented many chal-
lenges but Grangers are creative and this is the 
time to put that creativity to work� With chal-
lenges come opportunities� Now is the time to 
persevere in creating opportunities for Granges 
to succeed and become stronger than ever� 
Keep an open mind and be ready to try some-
thing new�

The Executive Committee extends to all 
Grange members best wishes for a healthy, 
successful and productive New Year�

Fraternally,
Kathy Peterson, Chairman

Massachusetts State Grange Executive 
Committee

http://www.massgrange.org
https://www.facebook.com/Massachusetts-State-Grange-117840468290771/


4

you a copy� I’m sure missing the wonderful pot-
luck suppers and regular Grange meetings� I 
am hopeful that we can get back to regular 
meetings later this year� 

Fraternally,
Kristin Paulson

lecturer@massgrange�org
(508) 272-0769

I was grateful to receive Lecturers Quarterly 
Reports from over half of all Granges state-
wide� I realize how difficult it was to perform 
normal Lecturer’s duties when regular meet-
ings couldn’t be held� Thirty awards were sent 
to the Lecturers and Reporting Officers who 
sent in the Annual Lecturer’s Reports for their 
Grange�

Certificates of Recognition went to the fol-
lowing reporting Pomona Lecturers: Brian Carr 
of Heritage #2, Ruth LaRagione of Berkshire 
North #6, Janet Segur of Worcester Central #7, 
Kristin Paulson of Sunrise #9, Susan Rotellini 
of Minuteman #16, Karlena Henry of Ct� Valley 
#19, and Peter Martin of Berkshire S�#25�

Certificates of Recognition went to the 
following Subordinate Lecturers or Reporting 
Officers: Ruth Ellen Henry for Guiding Star #1, 
Clio Fisher for Groton #7, Marjorie E� Kumorek 
for Pittsfield #14, Virginia Koehler for Hope 
of Hadley #15, Kathy Gibson for Central 
Community #22, Becky Ingram for Dunstable 
#31, Beverly Kohlstrom for Sterling #53, Lynn 
Jordan for Holden #78, Kristin Paulson for 
Upton #125, Ronalee Nichols for Boxborough 
#131, Sarah Cogswell for Dartmouth #162, 
Maureen Doyle for Dudley # 163, Barbara Smith 
for Westport #181, Priscilla Almquist-Olsen for 
Easton #196, Janet Richardson for Dracut #216, 
Aaron Lebeau for Anawan-Oakton #221, Olivia 
Marti for Williamsburg #225, Peter Martin for 
Stockbridge #295 & W� Stockbridge #246, Karen 
Gonneville for Rochester #257, Kristen St� Don 
Campbell for Acushnet #285, Dorothy Carr 
for Beverly #306, and Nancy Lescarbeau for 
Williamstown #366

We are starting out 2021 with Online 
“Zoom” meetings, but it’s necessary so every-
one can stay safe� It might be nice if you could 
use one of the Quizzes from my monthly 
Program ideas for your Zoom meetings� You 
can find them at: https://www�massgrange�
org/lecturer-s-corner� If you don’t have com-
puter access, please call me and I will send 

Lecturer’s Corner

 
Ken Paulson, Upton V. President, gives Grange

Veteran's Award to Bob Perkins, a Vietnam Veteran.

To submit news items, photographs 
and events for use on the Massachusetts 
State Grange social media pages, website 
and The State Grange News, please e-mail:

stategrangenews@massgrange.org
The deadline to submit content for 

publication in The State Grange News is 
the 20th of each month� If you have any 
questions or need assistance, please reach 
out to the committee via the above email�

Contact the
Communications Committee

mailto:lecturer%40massgrange.org?subject=
https://www.massgrange.org/lecturer-s-corner
https://www.massgrange.org/lecturer-s-corner
mailto:stategrangenews%40massgrange.org?subject=
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Greetings from the Youth Committee!
Happy New Year to all Grange Youth & Young 

Adults from the members of the State Youth and 
Young Adult Committee� 

Our next Grange Youth Mixer (GYM) meet-
ing will be hosted by the central region and will 
be held on Sunday, January 3rd, starting at 7:00 
pm� We look forward to seeing as many youth 
and young adults as possible� What a way to 
start off the new year by meeting or reacquaint-
ing with Grange friends� We encourage our youth 
and young adults to RSVP to youth@massgrange.
org to receive the Zoom link� Please forward 
this information to any youth members in your 
Granges or anyone who would like to attend our 
meetings�

 Remember to mark your calendars for the 
upcoming GYM meetings that are held on the 
first Sunday of each month in the comforts of 
your home via Zoom� There will be one activity 
at the end of each mixer with the intent of GYM 
to get our youth & young adults visiting with 
each other, sharing stories and just catching up� 
Our goal is to get our youth & young adults back 
together at least once a month for some great 
dialogue, and who knows where it will go from 
there� Hope to see you all in January at our next 
zoom meeting� 

Our February 7th meeting will be hosted by 
the western area so make sure you mark your 
calendars for an evening of fun and excitement� 
A little look ahead at our March 7th meeting will 
be hosted by the southeastern region�

We look forward to providing more details/ 
information on activities planned for the upcom-
ing year in the next issue of the State Grange 
News� Even though these events may be vir-
tual, our goal is to keep communication open 
even through virtual activities�

We would like to wish you all a safe happy, 
New Year!

Fraternally, Mary Jordan & Theresa Kane, 
Co-Directors of the MA State Youth & Young 

Adult Committee

Do you know which of your fellow Grange 
members are veterans?  To help in planning for 
future programs of the State Grange Veterans 
Committee, we would like to know how many 
members have served or are serving in one 
of the five branches of the armed services 
and/or has been a member of the National 
Guard or Reserves�  We would appreciate the 
Secretary or other designated person from 
each Subordinate Grange forwarding a list 
of members who are veterans and his/her 
branch of service�  Please send the list to Janet 
Segur, 26 Glenwood Pl�, Rutland, MA 01543 
or jsegur55@gmail�com�

Hello from the Youth Committee From the Veterans Committee

National Grange 2021 Contests

mailto:youth%40massgrange.org?subject=
mailto:youth%40massgrange.org?subject=
mailto:jsegur55%40gmail.com?subject=
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MASSACHUSETTS STATE GRANGE 

150th ANNIVERSARY FUNDRAISER 
 
Dear Brothers & Sisters, 

We are looking forward to the 150th Anniversary of the Massachusetts State Grange and the committee is 
working on putting all the plans together.  With our anniversary just about 3 years away the anniversary 
committee has decided to conduct a cutting boards fundraiser and we would appreciate your assistance in 
selling these items.  We have three items to offer: 

• Destination Massachusetts Serving & Cutting Board – This board is cut in the shape of 
Massachusetts and is etched with major roads, landmarks and cities/towns in Massachusetts.  The board 
has a hole drilled in the top so that it can be hung as part of your home décor when not in use.  The 
board is ideal as a serving board and will inspire conversations at gatherings. When you need your 
cutting board for heavy duty chopping in your kitchen, just flip the board over and use the non-etched 
side of the board for those heavy duty jobs, this will keep the nice display side looking its best for your 
décor or serving needs. - $40 
 

• Massachusetts Shaped Serving & Cutting Board – This board serves all the same purposes as the 
Destination Massachusetts Board however it does not have any etching. - $30 
 

• Massachusetts Two Tone Serving & Cutting Board – This board serves all the same purposes as the 
Destination Massachusetts Board and has the shape of Massachusetts etched into the board with 
landmarks and cities/towns in Massachusetts.  This board is square shaped instead of cut in the shape of 
Massachusetts. - $25 

Please see the following pages for pictures, product information and an order form. 

We would appreciate your assistance with selling these items.  These Massachusetts-themed items do not have 
any Grange logos or emblems on them, so they are perfect for selling to both Grange members and non-
members.  To show our appreciation for assisting us with selling these items any member who sells 7 items will 
receive a free ticket to one of the State Grange sponsored Anniversary events in 2023.  If you are ambitious and 
sell another 7 you will receive a second free ticket which you can use for the other State Grange sponsored 
event or to bring a friend to one of the events with you.  For every 7 items sold you will receive a free ticket – 
no limit.  Please be sure to put your name on the “Grange member who sold to you” line of the order form. 

If you have any questions about the fundraiser please contact Randy or Amber Vaill.  They are coordinating this 
fundraiser for the committee. 

We are looking forward to the anniversary celebrations in 2023 and will send out additional information about 
events as the details become available. 

Fraternally, 

The 150th Anniversary Committee: 
Mary Jordan, Glenn Gibson, Corey Spence, Chris Szkutak, George Thomas, Randy & Amber Vaill  



MASSACHUSETTS STATE GRANGE 

150th ANNIVERSARY FUNDRAISER 

 

Destination Massachusetts  
Serving & Cutting Board 

16¾ by 9¼ by 5/8 
$40 

 

Massachusetts Shaped 
Serving & Cutting Board 

16¾ by 9¼ by 5/8 
$30 

 
 

Massachusetts Two Tone 
Serving & Cutting Board 

11 by 8¾ x ½ 
$25 

100% Bamboo products 

 



MASSACHUSETTS STATE GRANGE 

150th ANNIVERSARY FUNDRAISER 
Product Information from the Manufacturer: 
Bamboo is better. Not only can it grow three or four feet in a single day, but bamboo is stronger than maple, has 
more compressive strength than concrete and the same strength-to-weight ratio as steel. 
Bamboo is Better for the Planet: Replenished from an intricate network of roots, a stalk of bamboo grows to 
its maximum height of around 80 feet within just two months. After this, it begins to thicken; the walls of each 
hollow stalk growing harder and denser as its soft internodes convert into fibrous cellulose.  Although there are 
over a thousand species of bamboo, only Moso is perfect for manufacturing into our beautiful, durable kitchen 
products. When it is ready for harvest, organically grown Moso bamboo is cut and carried out of the forest on 
foot by family farmers. This gentle harvesting method sustains the grove's delicate root system for future 
growth. 
Bamboo is Better for Animals: Moso bamboo is not part of the Panda's diet or habitat. And because it is 
durable and attractive, bamboo is also the best alternative to cutting tropical rainforests for their exotic 
hardwoods. Finally, the gentler cultivation methods (no artificial pesticides, no clear-cutting, and replanting) 
used to grow bamboo are less disruptive to the birds that naturally make their homes in bamboo groves. 
Bamboo is Better for People: Our network of family-owned farms and specialized production facilities are all 
located near one another. The close proximity of where our bamboo is grown to where it is used helps build 
close relationships with lasting economic benefit for everyone involved. It also helps ensure our access to the 
highest quality raw bamboo. 
Bamboo is Better for Your Kitchen: When not being used for serving, the board can be flipped over to 
provide an ideal large cutting board surface. Not only are our bamboo cutting boards more attractive, but they 
are gentler on your knives than plastic and easier to clean and maintain than hardwood. 
 
 

ORDER FORM 
ITEM QTY  PRICE  TOTAL 

Destination Massachusetts Serving & Cutting Board ____ X $40 = __________ 

Massachusetts Shaped Serving & Cutting Board ____ X $30 = __________ 

Massachusetts Two Tone Serving & Cutting Board ____ X $25 = __________ 
 

Make Checks Payable to Massachusetts State Grange 
 

Grand Total =  
 

                       
 
Name: ________________________________________ Phone: _____________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________ Email: ______________________________________ 
 
Grange Name or Grange Member who sold to you: _______________________________________________ 
 
MAIL ORDER FORM WITH PAYMENT TO: 
RANDY & AMBER VAILL, 1018 HILLSIDE DRIVE, PALMER MA 01069 
413-284-1135 or VAILL@COMCAST.NET 
 
* If you are interested in a state other than Massachusetts, contact Randy or Amber for availability.  Not all 
states are available in all items.  These items are not kept on hand so it may take a little longer to be received. 
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This is an irruptive year for northern seed-

eating songbirds. On your New Year’s walk be 

on the lookout for flocks of Pine Siskin, Purple 

Finch, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Pine and Evening 
Grosbeak, White-winged and Red Crossbill, and 

Common Redpoll. 

2-3 

From a dark location, after midnight, look north toward the 

Little Dipper to observe the Quadrantid meteor shower—now 

at its peak with up to 40 shooting stars per hour.

6 

Unlike most deciduous trees, oaks and beeches 

are marcescent, which means they can hold 

their dead leaves all winter. Oak leaves are dark 

brown and stiff while beech leaves are soft  

and very pale. 

7  

Observe your shrubs and fruit trees after the first snows. 

Chewed twigs and evergreen leaves with ragged edges are 

a sign of deer. Cleanly nipped, angled twig ends close to the 

ground or top of the snow are a sign of rabbits. 

12 

In winter, groups of American Crows often have a  

lookout (aka a sentinel) that caws regularly while  

the others feed. If you hear a single crow  

cawing, look for the rest of the  

group feeding nearby.

16 

When ice forms on interior lakes, Bald Eagles move to river 

mouths along the coast where they can fish in the open  

water. The mouth of the Merrimack often has a number  

of wintering eagles.

18 

Signs of coyote breeding season can be 

found in parallel coyote tracks and scent 

markings and duet howling.

23 

The beauty of bark is most easily appreciated in winter. Look 

for the distinctive coverings of white ash (interconnected 

narrow diamonds); quaking aspen (pale, grayish green, 

smooth on the branches and rough on the older trunk); 

American beech (silvery gray and very smooth); and sugar 

maple (grayish, thickened vertical strips broken into irregular 

rectangles).

28 

Full moon. This month’s full moon is most 

often called the Wolf Moon, but many Eastern 

Woodland tribes used names that referenced the 

continuing cold and snow. The Mohawk called it 

the Big Cold Moon.

29 

If you are hiking in an area near rivers and/or lakes and there 

is snow on the ground, look for the distinctive slides of River 

Otters where they travel between bodies of water. Otters lope 

along like all weasels but in snow, they may flop onto their 

bellies and glide along, occasionally pushing with their  

back feet. 

30 

Spend an hour outside at dusk 

listening for hooting owls. This is 

the best time of year to hear Great 

Horned Owls, Barred Owls, and 

Eastern Screech-owls as they set 

up territories and find mates.

OutdOOr AlmAnAc
JANUARY   |   2021

massaudubon.org


