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If you haven’t heard, the State of MA is fully 
“reopening” the state as of May 29th� Following 
is some information pulled from the Mass�gov 
website: 

Face Covering Guidance:
In line with updated CDC face covering guid-

ance, the Administration will rescind the current 
face covering order and issue a new face covering 
advisory effective May 29.

Non-vaccinated individuals are advised to 
continue wearing face masks and to continue dis-
tancing in most settings. The advisory will also 
recommend fully vaccinated individuals no longer 
need to wear a face covering or social distance 
indoors or outdoors except for in certain situations.

Face coverings will still be required for all 
individuals on public and private transportation 
(including rideshares, livery, taxi, ferries, MBTA, 
Commuter Rail and transportation stations), health-
care facilities and providers, congregate care 
settings and health and rehabilitative day services.

Even though the restrictions are being 
lifted, I’d suggest that you have a discussion 
with your members to come to an agreement 
as to what everyone would be comfortable with 
when planning meetings and events�

It has come to my attention that some 
Granges have been deceived by mailings or 
websites that look like they are from the gov-
ernment and offer assistance in filing your 990N 
information but are actually scammers� They’ll 
take your money and never file the report� First 
of all, the government does not charge to file 
your 990N report� Use the website provided 
by the State Secretary to ensure you have the 
authentic IRS website: https://sa�www4�irs�gov/

From the President’s Desk epostcard/� If you have any questions, contact 
the State Secretary� 

The next State Officers, Deputies and 
Committees meeting will be June 13th at 7PM� This 
will be the last group meeting until September� 
I’d like to discuss the Committees’ progress 
with their programs for the next State Grange 
Program Book� The deadline is July 1st to the 
State Secretary� We can discuss how the Officers 
connections are going with their appointed 
Granges and also the Deputy Inspections�

The Youth Committee will be in charge 
of the next State Grange Zoom Program on 
Wednesday, June 23rd starting at 7PM� Knowing 
the Youth Committee, I’m sure it will be very 
interesting and entertaining� Join in to support 
the Youth�

What is the next step?
One of my goals as State President is to 

reconnect the State Grange with the members 

See PRESIDENT Page 7

https://sa.www4.irs.gov/epostcard/
https://sa.www4.irs.gov/epostcard/
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Thursday, June 3, 6 p.m. — Sterling Grange 
#53, Election of Officers, 14 Maple St�, Sterling�

Sunday, June 6, 7 p.m. — Grange Youth 
Mixer (GYM) Zoom Meeting� RSVP to youth@
massgrange�org for the Zoom link information�

Sunday, June 13, 7:00 p.m. — State 
Committee Directors, State Deputies and State 
Officers Zoom Meeting� 

Monday, June 14, 7:00 p.m. — Holden 
Grange #78, Burning of the Flag Ceremony by 
the Rutland Boy Scout Troop #141, Jordan Dairy 
Farms, Rutland� 

Thursday, June 17, 6 p.m. — Sterling 
Grange #53, Veterans Night and Quilts of Valor 
Presentation, 14 Maple St�, Sterling�

Wednesday, June 23, 7 p.m. — State Grange 
Zoom Meeting� If you need assistance with how 
to attend, contact stategrangenews@mass-
grange�org or a member of the Communications 
Committee�

Monday, June 28, 7:00 p.m. — Holden 
Grange #78, Election of Officers� In-person 
or Zoom to be determined, email: holden-
grange78@gmail�com�

Please submit event information to: 
stategrangenews@massgrange.org

Submissions will appear in this section as well as on 
the Massachusetts State Grange website’s calendar�

———
Check out the State Grange Calendar! Your one 
stop location for all the events and meetings 
happening this month! http://massgrange�org/
calendar-of-events�html

Upcoming Events

GLENN P� GIBSON, Editor-in-Chief 
Board of Management

Kathleen M� Peterson, Chairman
Allen N� Manley, Jr�, Vice Chairman

Janet E� Horne, George E� Thomas III, Corey W� Spence,  
Randall L� Vaill, Jr�, and Deborah K� Goodrich
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MASSACHUSETTS STATE GRANGE NEWS
Massachusetts State Grange Inc�

Welcome to our New Members
Arthur Goulet Central Community #22
Mary Goulet Central Community #22
Katrina L� Nakaya Hinsdale #19
Paul Fenn Williamsbug #225
Deborah Ainsworth Guiding Star #1
Jessica Ainsworth Guiding Star #1
Joyce Miller Guiding Star #1

Membership Recognition

1� The best way to submit your news items is 
to send us a document that is typed in a word 
processing program and attached to an email�
2� The best way to submit photos is to attach 
high resolution images individually and type 
the captions in the body of an email or attach 
a document that contains the captions�
3� Send your submissions to:

stategrangenews@massgrange.org

Tips for submitting news & photos

Nita Giovannucci Sterling #53
James Temple Sterling #53
Frances Lawton Boxborough #131
Bruce Barnum West Stockbridge #246
Mildred Barnum West Stockbridge #246
Fredrick Marsh Petersham #95
Emily Arnold Petersham #95
Jean Langlois Petersham #95
Nancy West Williamsburg #225
Beverly Herzog Williamstown #366
Nancy Dean New Braintree #170

In Memoriam

mailto:youth%40massgrange.org?subject=
mailto:youth%40massgrange.org?subject=
mailto:stategrangenews%40massgrange.org?subject=
mailto:stategrangenews%40massgrange.org?subject=
mailto:holdengrange78%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:holdengrange78%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:stategrangenews%40massgrange.org?subject=
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Hello Everyone! Wow! This weather has 
been amazing and the perfect opportunity to get 
outside and get some projects done� Whether 
its planting the garden or helping to clean up a 
park, take advantage of the wonderful weather 
and head outside�

Speaking of working in the garden� Juniors! 
You should all have your seeds for the planting 
contest� Mark off a small corner of the garden 
and give them a shot� Not only is gardening a 
great activity, but it will give you a chance to 
try something new� If you end up entering your 
squash and winning a prize, you can expand 
your own garden and plant some things of your 
own�

Along with the flowers and plants growing, 
come the pollinators and with the pollinators 
comes some great ideas for our Poster Contest! 
Sure, we all know that bees are an important 
pollinator, but what other pollinators can you 
think of that would look great on a poster? We 
are looking forward to some great entries!

Now that the state is starting to open again 
and people will be gathering in groups, this is 
a perfect time for your Granges to entertain 
applying for an Agriculture Education Grant� 
The summer deadline is July 15th and we would 
love to give out some money� Please review the 
guidelines and we look forward to reading about 
your projects�

For those of you who have contact with 4-H 
Ambassadors or FFA members, the Agriculture 
and the Environment Committee has an Honorary 
Delegate program which will allow one member 
from each organization to attend State Grange 
Session and participate in the legislative pro-
cess and learn more about the Grange� Please 
contact Matt Johnson for more information if 
you know of someone who may be interested�

Happy planting!
Matt, Kathy, Ann, Warren, Jessica, Peter, & 

Sam

From the Agriculture and 
Environment Committee

To submit news items, photographs and events 
for use on the Massachusetts State Grange social 
media pages, website and The State Grange News, 
please e-mail: stategrangenews@massgrange.org

The deadline to submit content for publication in 
The State Grange News is the 20th of each month� If 
you have any questions or need assistance, please 
reach out to the committee via the above email�

Contact the Communications Committee

From the Trustees of the 
Educational Aid Fund

The Trustees of the Educational Aid Fund 
would like to remind members wishing to apply 
for scholarships for the upcoming year that the 
applications and supporting documents must be 
postmarked by June 25, 2021� 

The applications and guidelines can be 
found on the Mass� State Grange website at www�
massgrange�org/educational-aid� The Trustees 
will meet in July to determine the amount of the 
scholarships, review the applications, and award 
the scholarships� 

First time applicants must complete the 
application and provide additional materi-
als, including proof of enrollment for the next 
academic year; transcript from high school or 
evidence of completion of high school equiva-
lency; recommendation letter from a member of 
the Grange; a personal letter stating future edu-
cational and career goals as well as contributions 
to the local Grange; and a letter of recommen-
dation from a non-Grange member who knows 
you well� During this pandemic, we realize getting 
some of this information may be more challeng-
ing, so we urge applicants to start the process 
early� If you have some of the documents but 
are waiting for others, please send what you 
have with a note as to what you are waiting for� 
Incomplete applications will be considered and 
may be awarded a scholarship pending receipt 

See SCHOLARSHIPS Page 7

mailto:stategrangenews%40massgrange.org?subject=
http://www.massgrange.org/educational-aid
http://www.massgrange.org/educational-aid
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The members of the Veterans Committee 
hope you were able to join last month’s State 
Grange Zoom to meet veterans who gave us 
insight into their service to our country and vol-
unteer work they are doing presently to help and 
honor veterans or assist service auxiliary groups� 
Our committee extends a sincere thank you to Air 
Force veterans Steven Emerson of Cummington, 
Lloyd Corricelli formerly of Tewksbury, and Tucker 
Manley of Dartmouth, and Coast Guard veteran 
John Byron of Rutland for sharing their experiences�

Flag Day is celebrated on June 14th, honoring 
the day in 1777 when the design of our country’s 
first national flag was adopted� The red and white 
stripes representing the original thirteen colonies 
and the blue field of stars representing each of 
our 50 states remind us of our country’s freedom 
from British rule for which soldiers fought bravely� 
Americans are grateful for veterans and the active 
service members who have served ever since to 
ensure our freedom continues�

Besides our American flag, what else is 
red, white, and blue and symbolizes patriotism? 
Although it is not required, most Quilts of Valor 
contain these patriotic colors in any design of 
the quilter’s choice� I am aware of three Granges 
who presented quilts to veterans last month� 
In an outdoor event, North Orange Grange pre-
sented two quilts made by Sis� Nancy Blackmer� 
With the assistance of the State QoV coordina-
tor, Holden Grange awarded four veterans with 
quilts in an outdoor gathering, two of them made 
by Sis� Cindy Mason and Sis� Carol Ann Keevan� 
Dunstable Grange carried on its annual tradition 
of honoring a veteran with a quilt during the town’s 
Memorial Day observance�

If your Grange presents one or more Quilts of 
Valor, please send me a short description of your 
event and a photo, if possible� In our annual report 
and display at State Session, our committee plans 
to summarize how many veterans received quilts 
this past Grange year�

Fraternally,
Janet Segur, Director jsegur55@gmail�com

From the Veterans Committee

Springtime is definitely here!.....and 
Summer is on it’s way!

Congratulations to the contestants of 
the State Grange Public Speaking, Grange 
Commercial and Sign-A-Song Contests� These 
contests were held during the State Grange 
Extravaganza held on May 1st at the Guiding Star 
Grange No� 1 located in Greenfield� A very spe-
cial thank you to everyone who worked so hard 
to make this event such successful� We appre-
ciate all the contestants great performances as 
they all did a wonderful job! 

It is our pleasure to recognize the winners� 
Grange Commercial:
Age Group: Youth Alumni (+36) 1st Place: 

Dusti Dufresne of Guiding Star Grange #1
Sign-A-Song Contest:
Novice Category - 1st Place: Merryl Havens 

of Holden Grange #78, 2nd Place: Susan Barrows 
of Upton Grange #125

Impromptu Speech:
Age Group: Youth 14 – 21: 1st Place Susan 

Barrows of Upton Grange #125, 2nd Place Greg 
Lehmann of North Orange Grange #86

Age Group: Youth Alumni (+36) 1st Place 
Clio Fisher of Groton Grange #7, 2nd Place Merryl 
Havens of Holden Grange #78

Prepared Speech:
Age Group: Youth 14 – 21: 1st Place Susan 

Barrows of Upton Grange #125, 2nd Place David 
Lehman of North Orange Grange #86

 Age Group: Youth Alumni (+36) 1st Place 
Merryl Havens, 2nd Place Clio Fisher of Upton 
Grange #7

As a reminder, the GYM (Grange Youth Mixer) 
events are held on the first Sunday of each month 
via Zoom� There will be one activity at the end of 
each mixer with the intent of GYM to get our youth 
and young adults visiting with each other, shar-

Hello from the Youth & 
Young Adult Committee

See YOUTH Page 5

mailto:jsegur55@gmail.com
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ing stories, and just catching up� Our goal is to 
get our youth and young adults back together at 
least once a month for some great dialogue, and 
who knows where it will go from there� 

The next GYM meeting will be held on 
Sunday, June 6th at 7 pm via Zoom� Please contact 
the State Grange Youth & Young Adult Committee 
Co-Director for the login information� We look for-
ward to celebrating ‘June is Dairy’ Month�

We are all looking forward to planning 
activities as the year progresses with in-person 
activities! ‘Save the Date’ of Saturday, September 
25th as a day to visit the Berkshires for possibly 
a hike, a stroll through the towns of Lenox and 
Stockbridge and Grange Fellowship! Stay tune for 
more details in the next issue of the State Grange 
News� Sharpen your bowling skills and visit your 
local bowl alley to participate in the Individual 
State Grange Bowling Contest� You can bowl at 
your leisure, keep your scores for two strings and 
possibly win a prize! Again, the July State Grange 
News will have more details�

Any Youth who is doing something for their 
community should contact on your area youth com-
mittee members or contact one of the Co-Directors 
and we will forward it off to Pete Pompper, National 
Community Service Director communityservice@
nationalgrange.org where it will be placed on the 
National Grange Community Service and Activities 
FaceBook page�

Best wishes to all our Grangers graduat-
ing this season from pre-school, kindergarden, 
elementary/middle school, high school, col-
lege, masters program and certificate programs 
– Congratulations!

Fraternally,
Mary Jordan and Theresa Kane, 

Co-Directors Massachusetts State Grange 
Youth & Young Adult Committee

YOUTH From Page 4

THANK YOU
Thank you to our Grange family for the 

cards, calls, well wishes and meals sent to 
me during my illness and recovery�  Your 
thoughtfulness is much appreciated�

Love,
Janet & Jim Martin

Happy Father’s 
Day!

Whately Grange #414 participated in their 
town's 250th Anniversary with a float; a 3’x3’ x3’ 
anniversary cake on the bed of a pickup driven 
by Deputy Tom Watson� The float committee 
received many compliments on the cake which 
was three-tiered, had sparkling lights, real flow-
ers and three balloons� 

There were 65 entries in the mobile parade 
which took 2 1/2 hours and the route was 18�2 
miles long� Of our 34 members, 17 either helped 
build the float, were involved in other floats or 
were bystanders� Included in the bystander list 
were “Mr� and Mrs� Grange”, Pam and David 
Gale of North Orange Grange� The entire parade 
was filmed and televised on a local TV channel� 
Approximately 500 townspeople came to watch 
the parade� 

Our committee members were: Ruth 
Leahey, La Donna Olanyk, Christine Drake, 
Cindy Magelinski, John LaSalle, Adelia Bardwell 
and Tom Watson� Town committee Grange mem-
bers were John Hannum,Fire Chief, and Keith 
Bardwell, Highway Superintendent� 

250th Anniversary Parade Float

mailto:communityservice%40nationalgrange.org?subject=
mailto:communityservice%40nationalgrange.org?subject=


6

This year’s Extravaganza was a success-
ful event and enjoyed by 
all who participated� Here 
are all the Talent Contest 
winners� Dusti and Karyn 
Dufresne, from Guiding Star 
Grange #1, won 1st place 
for their vocal Duet� As 
Best of Show, they will rep-
resent the Massachusetts 
State Grange at National 
Grange’s Evening of 
Excellence�

Ruth Leahey, from 
Whately Grange #414, 
won 1st place for her 
Variety Act as “Molly” 
Parton where she looked, 
sang, and played music as 
“Dolly’s” older sister�

Eric Fisher, from Groton Grange # 7, won 
1st place for his instru-
mental act� He played 
piano while his wife, Clio 
Fisher, accompanied him 
on the Flute� Ruth Leahey 
received a 2nd place 
prize for her instrumental 
electric piano medley of 
Country oldies�

It was nice to have two 14-year-old Grange 
Youth join our competition� Lucien Rolski, from 
North Orange Grange, won 2nd place for his 
instrumental guitar act and Susan Barrows from 
Upton Grange, won 1st place for 
both her Variety-Dance act and 
Instrumental Flute act�

In the Junior Competition 
for ages 10 to 14: Aeva Snyder 
from Upton Junior Grange, won 
1st place for her Variety-Dance 
performance; and El Krueger, 
from Ct� Valley Junior Grange, 

Lecturer’s Corner
Central Community #22 — 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 

7:30 p�m�, Deb Goodrich, bdgood@charter�net�
CT Valley Pomona #19 — 4th Monday, 7 p�m�, 

Roland Giguere, rolandgig@gmail�com�
Dartmouth #162 — 1st Tuesday, 7:30 p�m�, 

Elizabeth Newton, enewton1775@comcast�net�
Easton #196 — 3rd Monday, 6:30 p�m�, Bill 

Ames, wbames@aol�com�
Groton #7 — 2nd Tuesday, 7 p�m�, Lori Jeromin, 

ljeromin@gmail�com�
Guiding Star #1 — 2nd Tuesday, 7:30 p�m�, 

Ruth Ellen Henry, ruthieh@comcast�net�
Hanover #206 — 1st Wednesday, 8 p�m�, John 

Lawson, jalawsoniii@gmail�com� 
Holden #78 — 2nd Monday, 7 p�m�, Janet 

Segur, holdengrange78@gmail�com�
New Braintree #170 — 2nd Wednesday, 

7:30 p�m�, John Carter, johncarter169@gmail�com�
North Orange #86 — 2nd Tuesday, 7:30 p�m�, 

Niles Larson, nilesm�larson@gmail�com�
Ponkapoag of Canton #231 — 3rd Wednesday, 

7 p�m�, Corey Spence, corey�spence@ymail�com�
Shelburne #68 — 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 

7 p�m�, Roland Giguere, rolandgig@gmail�com� 
Sterling #53 — 3rd Thursday, 6 p�m�, Janet 

Segur, sterlinggrange53@gmail�com�
Ware #164 — 3rd Monday, 7 p�m�, Randy Vaill, 

vaill@comcast�net�
Williamsburg #225 — 1st Saturday, 7 p�m�, 

Candace Smith, Candysmi50@gmail�com�
Check out the State Grange Calendar!

http://massgrange.org/calendar-of-events.html

Granges Meeting Virtually

Dusti & Karyn Dufresne, 
Best of Show winners

Ruth Leahey, Variety

Eric & Clio Fisher, 
Instrumental

Susan Barrows, 
Dance Act

See LECTURER Page 7

Mission Statement: “The Massachusetts 
State Grange creates opportunities for 
leadership and community improvement 
through its commitment to expand 
agricultural education in order to raise 
the quality of life for all.”
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mailto:rolandgig%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sterlinggrange53%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:vaill%40comcast.net?subject=
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7

won 1st place for her Vocal singing and for her 
instrumental piano performance� In the 5 to 9 
Junior talent contest, Jack Krueger won 1st place 
for his vocal and instrumental acts� Jack, from 
Ct� Valley Junior Grange, sang and then played 
on his ukulele the traditional French song: 
“Frère Jacques”� 

Paul Calcari was our 
Talent Judge at the 2021 MA 
State Grange Extravaganza 
on May 1st at Guiding Star 
Grange� After teaching Music at 
Greenfield High School for 27 
years, Paul came out of retire-
ment to become the director of 
The Franklin County Community 
Chorus�  The Franklin County 
Community Chorus has 50 members, ranging in 
age from 14 to 80+� In the Living section article 
of MassLive�com on 3�24�2019, Mr� Calcari was 
quoted saying: “Music brings happiness� Music 
touches the soul, it’s sharing our talents�” For 
more information go to: franklincountychorus@
gmail�com�

June is National Pollinator’s Month and 
Pollinator week is June 21 to 27, so this would be 

a good time to plant flowers or 
flowering bushes in your yard 
to support bees & butterflies� A 
good Lecturer’s program could 
be about this subject�  Here 
are some websites with lots 
of information and printable 

guides: www�pollinator�org and http://million-
pollinatorgardens�org/�

Fraternally,
Kristin Paulson, Lecturer

of our Subordinate and Pomona Granges� I don’t 
think it’s intentional but there seems to be a 
separation between the different “levels” of our 
organization� I’ve always thought of the State 
Grange as a parent “company” which oversees 
and assists the associated “companies” to help 
them grow and be productive� When Covid hit, 
one way the State Grange offered to help was 
to come up with a grant to assist Granges finan-
cially� I’ve also had the State Officers reach out 
to the Subordinate Granges to make a connec-
tion and find out how their Grange is coping with 
the Covid situation and how the State Grange 
can assist their Grange� We’ve gotten some feed-
back but now, with the state reopening, I want 
to know what are your thoughts as to what the 
State Grange can do to help your Grange? Please 
send me an email or a note of your thoughts� 

Persevere on…
Glenn

PRESIDENT From Page 1

LECTURER From Page 6

Paul Calcari, 
Talent Judge

of the missing documents�
Subsequent applicants must complete the 

application and also include a current, complete 
college transcript� The transcript must include 
your name and the college name along with the 
grades�

Both first time and subsequent applica-
tions require the signatures of the Master and 
Secretary along with the Grange seal� Because 
Granges are not meeting at this time and these 
signatures may be difficult to obtain, the Trustees 
have decided that the applications, for this year 
only, will be accepted with the signature of either 
the Master or the Secretary, or a brief, signed 
note from one of these officers verifying that the 
applicant is a member in good standing of that 
Grange� 

Students wishing to apply for the Thomas F� 
Severance Award for Outstanding Grange Service 
must complete the application and include a list 
of Grange activities, offices, and committee posi-
tions held, along with the dates of service�

SCHOLARSHIPS From Page 3

All information should be mailed to 
Educational Aid Fund, Nancy M� Blackmer, 
Secretary, 77 Burrill Ave�, Orange, MA 01364-1815� 
Please remember these must be postmarked by 
June 25, 2021� You will be notified by email if any 
items are missing, so be sure that you have com-
pleted the application clearly�

mailto:franklincountychorus%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:franklincountychorus%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.pollinator.org
http://millionpollinatorgardens.org/
http://millionpollinatorgardens.org/
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Four veterans were awarded Quilts of Valor 
by Holden Grange during an outdoor event held 
at the Holden bandstand on May 17th� With the 
assistance of the State Coordinator of the Quilt 
of Valor Foundation Theresa Perrault and Boy 
Scouts from Rutland’s Troop 141, Quilts of Valor 
were presented to Army veteran Ed Novak of 
Rutland, Marine Corp veterans Robert Mulhearn 
of Holden and Alan Bell of Rutland, and Air 
Force veteran Walter Churchey of Sterling� 
Perrault explained the mission of the national 
foundation is “to cover Service Members and 
Veterans touched by war with comforting and 
healing Quilts of Valor�” Two quilts were pieced 
and bound by Grange members Cindy Mason 
and Carol Ann Keevan, with members of the 
Quilt of Valor group in Charlton stitching the 
layers with a longarm quilting machine and 
donating the other two comforters�

The Grange also presented a certificate to 
Jackie Anderson of Holden, recognizing her as 
recipient of this year’s W� Sumner and Howard 
L� Jordan Scholarship� Jackie will be majoring 
in environmental science at Union College in 
Schenectady, NY�

The evening concluded with Collin Black 
of Williamsburg Grange playing patriotic selec-
tions on his bass flute�

On May 11th, North Orange Grange pre-
sented Quilts of Valor to two North Orange Air 
Force veterans, Dan Kimball and Leon Nicoliello� 
Family members of both recipients were also 
in attendance� The awards were presented by 
Nancy M� Blackmer, who designed and sewed 
the quilts, and Janet Segur, Director of the State 
Grange Veterans Committee� The presentation 
was filmed by Niles Larson and can be viewed 
at: https://fb�watch/5QvYoSusb_/

Pictured, left to right, Walter Churchey, Alan Bell, 
Ed Novak and Robert Mulhearn. Dan Kimball, left, and Leon Nicoliello, right.

Holden Grange Awards Quilts 
of Valor and a Scholarship

North Orange Grange 
Presents Quilts of Valor

https://fb.watch/5QvYoSusb_/


9

Guidelines for Granges in Massachusetts for Conducting Physical Meetings 

 
We encourage Granges to meet virtually during the pandemic.  If a Grange decides to hold a physical 
meeting then the following guidelines must be followed.  In addition, all government regulations or rules 
must be followed, including gathering limits.  The health and safety of all our members and guests 
should be the first concern whenever conducting meetings or activities. 
 
Masks: 
• All participants should provide their own masks and wear them covering the mouth and nose during 

Grange functions. 
• Granges should obtain a supply of extra masks for those who may forget to bring one.  These should 

be disposable masks.  If one of our talented members offers to make cloth masks for use by the 
Grange then provisions need to be made for those masks to be safely washed between every use. 

 
Meeting Place: 
• Proper hand washing facilities must be available for all attendees.  Attendees should be directed to 

wash their hands upon arriving at the hall. 
• Hand sanitizer should be provided for use by all as needed. 
• The hall should be set up so that all attendees sit six feet apart from one another unless they are 

from the same household.  This includes officers who normally sit very close, such as the Graces, 
Executive Committee or Secretary and Treasurer. 

• Things that are touched frequently should be cleaned regularly during activities (such as door knobs, 
light switches, hand rails, sink faucets, toilet handles) 

 
Conduct of meeting: 
• Every effort should be made to limit contact between attendees and to limit movement around the 

floor. 
• The password should not be taken and the flag should not be presented.  Either of the Assistants 

should be allowed to approach the altar to open the Bible without carrying their stave. 
• Materials should be placed in a central location and attendees encouraged to take their own. 
• Communications should not be passed from person to person.  Communications can be acted upon 

as they are read by the Secretary.  Bills can be reviewed by the Executive Committee prior to and/or 
immediately after the meeting. 

• A basket for the collection can be placed in a central location and members asked to place their 
donations in the basket.  After the Secretary and Treasurer count collections they should wash their 
hand or use hand sanitizer. 

• In the event of a paper ballot the ballot box should be placed in a central location and members 
asked to place their ballot in the basket without a formal march. 

 
Refreshments/Suppers: 
• Refreshments can only take place if the food is individually wrapped or bring your own.   
• Continue to refrain from sit-down suppers.  Food could be provided if they are packaged separately 

or in “to-go” containers.  Please abide by the rules and regulations of your local Health Department 
in serving food. 
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Massachusetts State Grange 

EDUCATIONAL AID FUND – BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

 
 
Nancy M. Blackmer, Secretary 
77 Burrill Avenue 
Orange, MA 01364-1815 

Janet E. Segur, Chairperson Rutland 
Nancy M. Blackmer, Secretary Orange 
Amber L. Vaill, Treasurer Palmer 
Gordon E. Taylor, Trustee Emeritus Shelburne 
Glenn P. Gibson, Master Worcester 
Kristin Paulson, Lecturer Upton

 
 

 
 
 
 

Dear Worthy Secretary, 
 
This past year the Educational Aid Fund awarded 16 Scholarships in the amount of $600.00 
each, one William Eaton Memorial Scholarship in the amount of $1,000.00 each, and three 
Thomas Severance Award for Outstanding Grange Service for a total of $11,275.00 awarded. 
 
Applications for Full Time Scholarships including the William Eaton Memorial Scholarship, Part 
Time Scholarships, and Loans may be obtained from the Secretary of the Fund and are also 
available to be downloaded from the State Grange Website- www.massgrange.org. 
 
The Board hopes that as in the past your Grange will continue to support the Educational Aid 
Fund. It is through your donations that we are able to continue to maintain the amount of monies 
available to be awarded. The Board also welcomes donations in memory of past Grange 
members. 
 
This year up to four of the Thomas Severance Award for Outstanding Grange Service of           
$225.00 each will be available. Student patrons can only receive this award once. 
 
Through your donation, support, and promotion of the Educational Aid Fund, you are 
contributing to our ongoing commitment to our future. 
 
Checks should be made payable to the Massachusetts State Grange and forwarded to the 
Secretary of the Fund, 77 Burrill Ave., Orange, MA  01364, NOT TO THE STATE GRANGE 
SECRETARY. 
 
        Fraternally, 
 
        Nancy M. Blackmer 
 
        Nancy M. Blackmer, Secretary 
 
This request has the approval of the State Master. 
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2  

Birds such as Yellow Warblers are still  

singing at dawn for pair bonding, but  

note how little song there is during  

the day as they concentrate on  

feeding their young.   

3  

If you live near a vernal pool, multitudes of tiny wood  

froglets may appear in your garden or yard on their way  

to a wooded upland.  

5  

It’s National Trails Day. Get outside and  

explore a new trail or a favorite old one.  

7  

Listen for the chitter of Chimney Swifts flying  

around roof tops at dusk. Chimney Swifts  

usually fly with tail feathers held together  

and are often described as flying cigars. 

8  

On a rainy day look at the branches of an Eastern red cedar  

for maturing apple-cedar rust galls. Most of the year the 

small, brown galls are hard to see, but in a late-spring rain 

they transform into an orange, jelly-like ball covered  

with horns.  

11  

Look carefully at vegetation around the  

edges of ponds for emerging damselflies  

and dragonflies, which will be soft and  

colorless. These new adults are very vulnerable to  

predators—birds and frogs—as it takes them several  

hours for their wings to unfold and become functional.  

13  

Mother ducks keep their ducklings together as protection 

against predators for several weeks until the ducklings  

can fly.   

18 
Garden butterflies are about. Watch for  

favorites including swallowtails,  

Painted Ladies, fritillaries, and sulphurs.   

20  

Summer solstice. It’s the first official day of summer and the 

longest day of the year.   

23  

At nightfall, watch for flickering fireflies in fields and grassy 

areas. Each species has its own pattern of flashes.   

24  

Super full moon. This full moon will appear 

larger than normal because the moon is close to 

the earth. Colonists named this the Strawberry 

Moon as wild strawberries ripen this time of year. 

25  

The birdlike trill of Gray Tree Frogs can be heard all day when 

it’s warm and cloudy as they rest on tree bark or the sides of 

buildings. If you are patient and move slowly, it is possible to 

trace the song and find the frog.  

27  

For baby loons, riding on a parent’s back is 

practical—and it’s also adorable. The babies are easy 

prey, so sheltering on an adult increases their survival. Look 

for Common Loons on Quabbin and Wachusett Reservoirs or 

larger lakes in the Berkshires..   

29 
Luna Moths are active after full dark. 

Look for them on the sides of buildings 

that have outdoor lights. They use their 

long tails to confuse the sonar signals of 

bats and avoid capture.  

30  

Check your garden for Robber Flies, which hover in 

midair around flowers looking for prey and zip off  

when approached.  

OutdOOr AlmAnAc
JUNE   |   2021
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